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CLINICAL STUDY OF THE TONGUE CANCER STAGET - T CASES

Yoshiro SAITO"?, Naokazu Fujit+®, Kenichiro IKEDAY 2%,
Yukiomi KUSHIHASHI" %, Shunya EGAWA! %% Shinnosuke KAMOSHIDA"?,
Tatsuya KITAJIMA"?, Yuya KURASAWA"?, Hideyuki KATSUTA"Z?
and Toshikazu SHIMANE"??
U Head and Neck Oncology Center, Showa University Hospital
2 Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Division of Oral Oncology, Showa University School of Dentistry

¥ Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Showa University School of Medicine

Abstract —— Recently, partial glossectomy is the first-line treatment for many patients with early
stage tongue cancer, because the functions, including swallowing, mastication and articulation, can be pre-
served. However, partial glossectomy has some problems, such as local recurrence and late-stage lymph
node metastasis. Also there are various discussions regarding neck dissection and postoperative irradia-
tion. In this study, we report the results of a retrospective study on 28 early stage tongue cancer pa-
tients who underwent partial glossectomy at our center between 2002 and 2013. We assessed tumor
stage (T classification), depth of tumor and degree of differentiation, and also examined the tumors for
the presence of muscle invasion and vascular invasion. Furthermore, we evaluated the relationship be-
tween irradiation and recurrence in irradiated cases, and also investigated the cervical lymph node recur-
rence cases and death cases. Our results showed that late-stage cervical lymph node metastasis was fre-
quently observed in patients who had tongue cancer with vascular invasion. As previously reported,
vascular invasion was a risk factor for late-stage cervical lymph node metastasis, but muscle invasion
alone was not. Many patients had a recurrence within about half a year. Therefore, our results suggest
that it is desirable to frequently monitor whether the patient has developed metastasis during the year
after surgery.

Key words: tongue cancer, depth of intramuscular invasion, intravascular invasion, second cervical
lymph node metastasis
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