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95 BB % B FELWIB R ZHID 724700 1 (6.3%) 1 (16.7%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
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A LEGAL AND ETHICAL STUDY ON THE PATHOLOGICAL AUTOPSY
AND THE BRAIN BANK
—DBased on the Differences in Opinions for Both Subjects among General Citizens,
Patients and Their Families, Medical Students and Literary Students—
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Abstract —— To date there are no reports discussing the opinions of Japanese people about patholog-
ical autopsies and brain banks. We studied ethics by evaluating the difference in opinions regarding au-
topsies and brain banks among general citizens, patients and their families, medical students and literary
students. In addition, we studied whether or not a research resource network (RRN) for a brain bank
contravenes the present law in Japan. The results of an opinion poll for both topics were compared. In
consideration of pathological autopsies, over seventy percent of every group held the opinion of “con-
sent,” and patients and their families showed over ninety percent. Regarding the reason for the consent,
over seventy percent of every group held the opinion of “contribution toward the progress in treatment”.
In consideration of the reason for disagreement, over fifty percent of every group held the opinion of “re-
jection because of damage to the corpse”. Regarding the topic of research use of brain tissues obtained
by autopsies, over eighty percent of people in every group who held the opinion of “consent” for patho-
logical autopsies, held the opinion of “consent”. When considering brain donor registration prior to one’s
death, over sixty percent those who held the opinion of “consent” for autopsies, held the opinion of “con-
sent”. From these findings, a pathological autopsy and brain bank would seem to conform to ethics in
the present Japanese society. Conversely, all of the respondents who held the opinion of “disagree” for
autopsies, held the opinion of “disagree” for donor registration. To increase the research resource net-
work (RRN) for a brain bank in Japan, it seems necessary to educate the public on the significance of
pathological autopsies. We propose a new guideline regarding the decision of unnatural death in patients
of neuromuscular diseases.

Key words: brain bank, pathological autopsy, opinion poll, research resource network (RRN), guide-
line for unnatural death
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