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Awareness and behavior of university students toward sexual minorities: PART 4
— Trends found via analysis of a four-year questionnaire survey —

Keiko Masaki", Hiroshi Ogura?, Fumio Sunaga*?,
Norimitsu Kurata? and Hiroyuki Horikawa?

Abstract —— This paper forms the fourth of a five-part series on the attitudes of first-year medical/
healthcare university students toward sexual minorities. We summarize the outcomes and inferences
emerging from the questionnaire survey conducted in 2019. Similar to the three previous surveys, the
respondents completed an online survey via smartphones. The results indicate that the homophobic atti-
tudes of adolescents toward close friends or family have become less common. Moreover, they have be-
come more motivated to gain an in-depth understanding of human sexuality and gender identity. The
majority of the respondents feel uncomfortable with gender roles, norms, and stereotypes. Lastly, their
empathetic understanding of sexual minorities has been strengthened substantially. In addition, their
view of these groups has become increasingly positive. Notably, the majority of respondents (84%; n =
522) expressed the desire to be enlightened regarding the issues related to sexual orientation and gender
identity. On the basis of these insights, we conclude that schools should create an environment in which
learners can develop high levels of knowledge about sexual and gender minorities. Furthermore, teach-
ers should be encouraged to foster a symbiotic society that culturally accepts and intellectually respects
differences.

Key words: sexual minorities, online-survey, homophobia
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