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A CASE OF PERIPHERAL AMELOBLASTOMA WITH BONE RESORPTION

Sayaka YOSHIBA*, Mariko ASAKURA, Saya MIYAMOTO,
Reiko UTASATO, Arisa YASUDA, Maiko SUZUKI,
Atsutoshi YASO, Takaaki KAMATANI and Tatsuo SHIROTA

Abstract —— Ameloblastoma originates from the odontogenic epithelium in the jawbone, but may
rarely originate from the oral mucosal epithelium or gingival remnants, in which case it is called extraos-
seous or peripheral ameloblastoma. Here, we report a case of peripheral ameloblastoma of the lower gin-
giva with bone resorption. The patient was a 49-year-old man who had noticed a mass in his lower right
gingiva one month earlier. He gradually became aware of increases mass size and contact pain as a sub-
jective symptom. A local dentist referred him to our department in April 2014. At the first medical ex-
amination, a hard elastic mass with a well-defined boundary was found in the gingiva of the right lower
first premolar area. The surface mucosa of the tumor was slightly coarse and white, and tenderness was
noted on palpation. Dental radiographs and panoramic radiographs showed translucent shadows with an
indefinite and slightly unclear margin at the mesial part in the area of the right lower first premolar. In
January 2015, the tumor was removed under local anesthesia as a single mass, including the periosteum.
Intraoperative observation revealed bone resorption of the mandible in contact with the tumor. Histo-
pathologically, epithelial components and mucus-like matrix with stromal components of fibrous connec-
tive tissue were observed. Enamel epithelium-like cells proliferating in a plexiform manner were found
in the stroma, and an enamel-like reticular array was found inside. The tumor was localized to the gingi-
va with no intramaxillary lesions, and the definitive diagnosis of peripheral ameloblastoma was made.
Currently, 4 years have passed since the operation, and the patient’s course has been good without recur-
rence.
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