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— % | 3 5 (over—the—counter drugs : OTC )%
U - 28 - B3 L, U AZIRLTRELS
DI E NI, FRIRES, SRAIAR & 13 B a5
HRIEFH DGR EE DB S 4L, B2 L H3ED
OTC FITOW T, BRERIRTEE & 8 ISRl iE
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IXIRGEN ATRE L 72 o 72V, Z O EIR AR GEHIE O
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RIS o 2 A

b2,

VR ITREOFRZAOF TR HEZ L, FICHHE
Ji - ERORTUTEYN - BRI 7R & o@MEIRRIE, A
WARIC K E A & 72 L, BHE O Qualty of
Life(QOL)Z K&K FSHLHERF E 72> T 5D,
& PEGER B, 20~ 40 AR O@EE Y o DI
HOLEIENL L, WHECRET 2 713K
e FIEIC T HEREA AL, BoEHE
ToTWDHEREL DR 20, WIEKFETIL,
SEANEM AT Y % O 55 VR 3 50 A3 F i &2 VTR
42 Z EnEBibESnoicx L, SERICHN
SN D EIRMEDITE & A EIRBERIRTEE S IRGE Al
REZR B2 E IR M T S A, IRGEDER DI i
i (BhF#H B E -0 EROFIIE—
RSN N2 e b 12T TR <IRAT 2
LI KR A S S Y ELH
(medication—overuse headache : MOH) 23 F1ET 5 Y,
I « B COER B OERITIN U2 57—
SR IO IRGEAY, MOH BEZHInEE T
%IRRT AEM B Z VY. Lo T, BRI
FEH VXTI B OFERSCFF 200 b B A kS
HBIL, BV T AT 40— a0 R— h&ET
IGAITRERCH A EOEEICET 2B E
EfElciEz, EfTEE->T OTC A RET A0
ERdd. £, BRER~OZZEEDLDT
HIVZE, TR & BEIE R A A L
EErLDHZENMETHS.

A TIE, OTC A HY ] 5 (R & 35
(RZ v 7R NT ZEte) DE IERIAN 2 X512,
BERIRFEH T & D 5ER BE ~OXILOBUR & 4
BOBEER SN THTEDITT 7 — M
AT o7z,

DI ~

KT o r— MNRER, HREZORLT AT ¢
= a TR B B ERER G O RS O BLIRIZ
SUNT, HEHSNGD OTC ATV % 5 (RIS
300/ & FIE(RZ v 7 A N T &5 T2)300)5#H D
B ELIRAIAM(A-30040) 2 X GUT M L=, 7ok, fR

BRI L TR R RE IR v A7 A t— 37
WAL | (http://www.t—yakkyokuinfo.jp/index.html),

B1E M2y

2010 4

FIEIX TAF 4 i #70] (http://medical.itp.ne.jp/
medicine/index.html) Z AW CHiH U7=. [RIZHiE
I, BEREE X OGRS BT BRI
EREMT [Zoft) 28R L I-5E0EE) %
IOy N R TN e i s BN = EPS
REB/TEY, REHEOBEANEGRERET D20
2T — NI EREA & L7z, 200946 A FAJIC
T — haREM L, THRE TIORERETEIC
TEYX L 7.

#w R

1. 77— FEIRES L VEIZEES

BRI, EROEHIERIEROT 7 — b
TIX1014(33.7%), HJE OB HEAM RO T
r— hTIE294(9.7%), AR T130421.7% TH >
7o, BERRFEE BT Do RIZ =L, /35
AL, FIE2749.09LL F & {Kh o7z,

5 LT 2 HRAIME, ERTIE N2~34)
Db %L, HETIE N4 BLO 12~34 )
EDREN IR Z 0o 7=(Table 1). AL
ELL E DK D & D 13 2% 7o 7= (Table 1).
B #fo>Tnad OTC oML, #HFTIIH D
OTC FEBULZWEEID B 72\ E CTHix T
HoTeDITHRL, FIETIE 1201 ~500F%8 <501
~1000fE%H] & 2R ZH > T DA K%
f D 72(Table 1). OTC O WE¥5¢ EH =R % bl
% &, FIRTIE 8%AN ) & RIET 2560132 <,
e EHERPMRVEIANIZ H 2 0lzx L, FE T
[20%LL_E30%ATM 1 <2 [30%LL_E40% A1, Ficix
50%LL £ OJEEid BV, mWie B2 R~
[N DAV (Table 1), £z, FEFIZBIFTH1IHD
SEL ST ARCEOE, T1~50%) 736144(60.4%) &
FHUL A& 7z (Table 1).

BERARTEE DN L C WA RS OB E, 35
T101EE 35/ EEH(34.7%), FKIEC 295 & H27)5 &
(93.1%) & FJm TITAFNTRG I 72 W olTkt L, FEIE T
T & A EDIEEICRERIRTEE B EE L T\
(Table 1). #§% L T\ DB IEHE O NI, 3
R T4 &= L, HETIE M2
~34 ] BEkb Lo i=(Table 1). 5% D BERIRE
FOBHIZOWTE, ER/TIE HEHATERL)
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BRI MERE 1% 25 2010 48
Table 1. EZEES
¥R/ o)
SEAI R EL 1014 (%) 294, th (%)
14 21 (20.8) 14 (48.3)
2~34 44 (43.6) 14 (48.3)
4~54 17 (16.8) 1 3.5
6~104 14 (13.9) 0 (0)
1140 F 5 (25.0) 0 (0)
KK i JBE 1014 (%) 2944 (%)
1~54F 10 (9.9 4 (13.8)
6~ 104F 16 (15.8) 1 3.5
11~204F 22 (21.8) 5 (17.2)
21~304 26 (25.7) 7 (24.1)
304ELL 1 26 (25.7) 11 (37.9
piiqEIpaS 1 (1.0 1 (3.5
B 5 OTC fEkE% 1014 (%) 294, th (%)
1 ~50FE%8 24 (23.8) 1 3.5
51~100FE¥H 13 (12.9) 0 (0)
101~200FE%H 9 (8.9 2 (6.9
201~5007E%H 25 (24.8) 9 (31.0)
501~ 10007E %5 17 (16.8) 6 (20.7)
1001 FE¥A L | 5 (5.0 2 (6.9
] 2 8 (7.9 9 (31.0)
OTC D)7 10144 %) 294, %)
5%A i 32 (3L.7) 0 (0)
5%L4_F10%AT 10 (9.9 1 3.5
10%LL _F20% A5 17 (16.8) 4 (13.8)
20%LL_F30%Ai 12 (11.9) 8 (27.6)
30%LL_F40%AT 7 (6.9 5 (17.2)
40%L4 _E50% A4 0 (0) 1 (3.5
50%L4 12 (119 6 (20.7)
pilqEIp=S 11 (10.9) 4 (13.8)
AT AACEL 1014 (%)
1~50f% 61 (60.4)
51~100%¢ 21 (20.8)
10142 ~2004% 7 (6.9
20145 LAk 4 (4.0)
g EIRAS 8 (7.9
B ERIR 7 K 101) 5 &k (%) 295 & (%)
04 61 (63.4) 1 3.5
144 20 (19.8) 8 (27.6)
2~3% 15 (14.9) 14 (48.3)
4~54, 0 (0) 4 (13.8)
64 0L I 0 (0) 1 (3.5
A ] 5 (5.0 1 (3.5)
BaRIRTEHE OB T E 101)5 & (%) 295 & (%)
HY 10 (9.9 7 (24.1)
2L 63  (62.4) 9 (31.0)
RIE 22 (21.8) 11 (37.9)
g EIRAS 6 (5.9 2 (6.9
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Table 2. BEFAEFIIXTT HEEXIRFTE DX IKR

- 3 Jm) WO

BRERIRTE A DS — i FH 8RR 3K A It 72 ISk U 7- 58

%gg%ﬁzg Lﬂ?f@iﬁi?ﬁ)\?é e T 2 T
L<fToTn S 11 (31.4) 12 (44.4)
LIFLIFfT-» T % 17 (48.6) 9 (33.3)
ZEAEToTW RN 5 (14.3) 5 (18.5)
2L ATH TV 1 (2.9 1 @37
pigEIRaS 1 (2.9 0 (0)

ARG E NI RE DL T AT 4 r— 9 OV R—
FATHEIS, HERTAREIERHIIRDO Y B ENTTN? (2847 (%) 214 )
EodEEE))

SR DJER 20 (71.4) 18 (85.7)
SR OO BHE 17 (60.7) 13 (61.9)
SR O FE 17 (60.7) 6 (28.6)
VRS NRIN 12 (42.9) 7 (33.3)
TIK - AIRIE R 9 (32.1) 5 (23.8)
WETE R 5 (17.9) 7 (33.3)
BATE D ARSI 19 (67.9) 13 (61.9)
1 5 O IR IR 12 (42.9) 6 (28.6)
F I 3 (10.7) 1 (4.8
7 Lx— - BIVEAE 14 (50.0) 14 (66.7)
IR OO A 14 (50.0) 9 (42.9)
ETREBRBE 6 (21.4) 2 (9.5
ogasern 4 (14.3) 1 (4.8
FEIZ LB 720 0 (0) 0 (0)
Z D, 2 (1.1 1 (4.8
Table 3. ZERKRFTHICH T HHE DT IK
HOF )R

BEs ST 2 38R - FEE TIRERARTEE 16 L CTEE (WF

ERMIMET L) E4FoTVETH? B 2T/ )

=LA 21 (60.0) 17 (63.0)
AAY-4 12 (34.3) 10 (37.0)
g EIRS 2 (9.5 0 (0)
BERIR T (Z 3T D BE OB E 214 (%) 174 (%)
CSIEY VG E ST 2 (9.5 1 (5.9
FE2[A] LA b 3[E] A i 5 (23.8) 1 (5.9
GRIEYEROEF ST 3 (14.3) 5 (29.4)
FE6[EI LA 12[al A 2 (9.5 1 (5.9
F12[F 8L E 5 (23.8) 5 (29.4)
] 4 (19.0) 4 (23.5)
BARMREEBENRITIRO 5> B ENTTne?  (EnE ) 2144 (%) 174 (%)
I (ZhEE - b BUER MAEEH 22 EREF) 16 (76.2) 15 (88.2)
I (RE - EH) 5 (23.8) 4 (23.5)
EAESL Gl ERE A - Z2exii) 11 (52.4) 8 (47.1)
EEA (EIEMIEROMRB L - FIAGE) 4 (19.1) 7 (41.2)
PRER (EIR JEIR DB DOFE B H]HI) 8 (38.1) 4 (23.5)
A (JRIF) 6 (28.6) 2 (11.8)
OTC ST AREZR R « SEAR 5 (71.4) 12 (70.6)
ST TR - ER 0 (47.6) 6 (35.3)
aa=k—var 6 (28.6) 7 (41.2)
Z 0t 4 (19.1) 2 (11.8)
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EOEENREL, AW > =0kt L,
HIETIE AT ER L] ofarbel, KR
(7 He R R 52 25 00 A2 PR U T 2 7 B8R %
7-(Table 1).

2. BRBRGTEDEBEE~NDOXTIKRT
BERIREE A B L CW A IEE ISR L, TakdR
RFEE D — M HERE L AT H 72D KE L
THHRABEOMIGE L TWDH ) CERLEZE D
5, R HIE L B2 TELAT-oTWD ] 23114 -
1244(31.4% « 44.4%), TUIXLIZIT-> TV 5 2317
%+ 944(48.6% * 33.3%) & IR DKISEITHRERITEH
NEERABE O E LTWD Z ENHL N E R
~7-(Table 2). & 512, LA T>oTW5 | £iX
TLIX LI T T %) ERIE L=, [RERR
RENEREBEEOBLIAT (r—a 0
WN— N a T HERIT, MR~ & I H 1 (e
B LEM LI E 2 A, FFTIE TEmOGER )
232044 (71.4%), TBUEDOIRIERIL 231944 (67.9%),
TG DAERE ] & TR O EIERE ] RNENFALT
£(60.7%), 7 Lvx— - BIEREE] & HEROA
| N FNF 144 (50.0%) & -5 %88 2 7= (Table
2). FJETIL B OIER) 231844(85.7%), 71
X — < BIERIEE] H3144(66.7%), [HEIE DOHEE
& TBEORIIRDL BNENZEI134(61.9%) & D
[ 3% 73> 7= (Table 2).

3. ERRFTEEIIHT HIHBFORIK

BERRGEE KT D HE OBURIZ OV T
L7z, BERRTEE DNEE L T 5 50O & B A
Al TEERIREE 1T L TR (BHE R4 72
OVaAT-oTWDHH) EEMLIZEZ A, TETW)
DIEJFT2144(60.0%), HJET174(63.0%) & 2K T6
FIL EOJEE TR EIRTEE 1T D HE LT
TV, FEh L TWRWEE S 3EILL 2 59
72(Table 3). HBAEITo CWAIEHD Y b, HE
ZAERT 12 LL E S LTV B RESAS, 3RE Th4
(23.8%), FEIET 544(29.4%) &, BERIITHE DHEE I
FEMEY 225 & & & - 7= (Table 3). BAKMIZREEWN
L, R - E ol C NEELGHE - 0% &
ER MAEER e EAF)) et nle

1% 2% 2010 4F

TOTC TR AT HE 22 #5
1244(71.4% + 70.6%) & D [AIZ N

4+ 1544(76.2% + 88.2%),
Ao gEk ) 23154 -
%> 7-(Table 3).

4. BRBREENEREEONICET 5-ODE

BOFEELRE

FEAI N O A0 & B R IR I W TR SR IR 2
BT L&, RNLITED Z LT Tl
H L. [BEIGEE OBFERICHTT HI AL
L CABEIFEL TV D Z &3 (A4 7))
LHEMILIZE ZA, BERRGEHEDEHET HHERF -
HIEDIFER T ZhEh, TRV T AT 4 r—3
= 2 TIERHE T & 22 W5 R O IR BE (R AT~
DZZEIE] 23194 - 174(54.3% - 63.0%), &L
T AT 4 — 3 a TRV AT RE A BRI A A f
B4 5 L] 23194 - 134(54.3% + 48.2%), &L
TAT 4 r—a Db OTC HaiRiit 5
Z &) 84 - 1044(51.4% * 37.0%) & DRI N/
ok@wmQ—aﬁfﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁf$%®ﬂ
% T B BRI IR TWD Z & (K
EIE2apl &b\ﬁ F“ﬁf:t - FEETERENR
[RHEICET 2 ERICZ LW &) 174 - 144
(48.6% + 51.9%), TEFES O ELEHIZEET 215
% EMEICHRAL T2 2 & 23, 174 - 944 (48.6%- 33.3%),
[EIMIICBET 22 Lz & 28144 - 12
£(40.0% » 44.4%), THBFE NS EY) 72 HRINEN T
TRVWATREMER B D Z & 23134 - 104((37.1% -
37.0% & %o 7= (Table 4). [BERIGEE 23 LT
S OHBEIXE ZEFTHREELEHE LD L)
BRNCIE, R - BEENENT T $am 3E
O EERIZOW T TE 5 23264 - 254,
(74.3% - 92.6%), [EEIR B (T3 L CEEHEE~D
S EIEOHIMIATE D) 8204 + 1564(67.1% -
55.6%), [BEJRAF I L TR T AT 4 r— 3
VORI TE D] MN1T4 - 1544(48.6% + 55.6%),
DER 2 DB OB AITH Z DN TE D) 215
4+ 1044(42.9%-37.0%) & @ WO EIE Z2 7~ L7z (Table 4).
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BRI MRS 1% £2%5 20104F
Table 4. BEEEFICHIGT 2BEBRFTE~NDFLTLEEE
34K Jr) #H s
BRI TEE OFRIRIER IS T DAL LTEBMEL T ) .
B T2 (BRI T) AT W 2am 0
BN T AT 4 r— g TR AT RE 2R BRYR B A B 19 (54.3) 13 (48.9)
HZ L ) )
BN TAF 4 r— a3 DD OTC HEWET 52 L 18 (51.4) 10 (37.0)
BT AT 4 r—3 g TS T E R WEERE BE IS 3 (8.6 5 (L)
OTC DB EIFFGTHZ & : :
YT AT 4 =g TR T & R W EETR R DR
b (BET) ~0D B 19 (54.3) 17 (63.0)
SHIE BRE O T D EFEEE BRI Em AR T o 2 & 3 (8.6) 2 (7.4)
LS Tt i S DR QYA 3 (8.6) 0 (0)
Z Dt 2 (.7 0 (0)
ek IR FE A D EETE B DX &9 D BRI IZIEC TV D , ,
S L fTCd e (R spam W 2a® O
SRR N IR TE AR = & 4 (11.4) 4 (14.8)
=K O BRI B A5 A Bt 2 2 & 17 (48.6) 9 (33.3)
EHHGICET Mk Zz Lnwo L 14 (40.0) 12 (44.4)
WHRIZET 2 Mikicz Lnwz & 17 (48.6) 14 (51.9)
BENOWEU)RERIMNEN TERWATREMEN S S Z & 13 (37.1) 10 (37.0)
AN LB R BT A EMIC 7 4 — RNy 7 T& R
NTTEENE N B 7 - & 8 (22.9) 6 (22.2)
EAZ L E R B RE LI 7 — RNy 7 TE 720
RTEEMER 3 5 = & 6 (17.1) 4 (14.8)
BIERZIZ U & T2 EFEROIRRAMENEINT 5 A
RN D Z & 5 (14.3) 6 (22.2)
FRIZARZ T 720 4 (11.4) 4 (14.8)
ZF DAth, 1 (2.9 1 (3.7
BIRARFE AR L CHROZH XL 2 E CRER LR E . )
o (R ) 3544 %) 274 th (%)
— B 3L O A IC DWW TR TE 5 26 (74.3) 25 (92.6)
LT ASR OB IEF IOV T T& % 4 (11.4) 0 (0)
JER D GEEEOHBIZITH T ENTED 15 (42.9) 10 (37.0)
BERBRE IS L TRV T AT 45— a VOENRTE D 17 (48.6) 15 (55.6)
SAYE FRE O3 U CIEEREES ~ D 2 o s T X % 20 (57.1) 15 (55.6)
BeRRGEE O B LB I 2 RECTREW 0 (0) 0 (0)
FEIZ LB 720 0 (0) 0 (0)
D 2 (5.7 0 (0)

z ¥

T — FREOEREL, KR,
HE O BIEAIATR R OPE TILE L < K2 o
7o, Frex BEEHGTO KT v 72 R 7 OF BEEEA

il 2 6 B AZAT > 725l

DVEIRICEAE L 7=7T v r—

FRAETS, BIERI2E KA -T2 55T,
7 — MREIE T 2RO, KT v 7 A

k7 ERFIRT OB L OK & 7 8N

CEL TS L

Bons. £z, B&BGEHO TR EE T
DRIGHRIL KO TEHEOBUR) (2B 2T

13, FRITBOTHEEFERIMLL T & A+4r T
BHY, KREOHERMF-ERTHH 2 LiIE
ETERUN.

1. BHRERFTEDEREEN DXL & BEKIR
REICHT HHEFORK
B - FEE & HITEE LT 288k 7EE D
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RIS o 2 A

<X OTC OEIHHAMEAT 572D HKIE L7154
TERE ORISR D o712, £T-, FDORRITBRGE
WREE DR T REEE & L, [BEDREK
W), TSR OGER ), TBUROBEE] 72 & DEIE
Lo T, PRBRIESS D FEHIAN 2 Xt G AZAT - T i
BETH IO OB LA R T X EHHE
ELTETONTWEY. Lo T, AR
VR ROk U O N S THE 1L, BRI
HFEBRICHER T RE TH D &L < OIEAIINE
ZTWAZ ERDhoTz., LLRNRG, Bk
FTHENHERT REIEE & LT, 18MEEm=e kit
R OFRNCA M7 TREFERER ), Tk - AiJRSE
Wi, TAEIREREE) 7 822X - 8RAIM XD 72 <,
SHIR BE OB O 7= IR T X ZHEE T A+
TCHoT.

BT ORI GEE HIE CTlE, BRESHOHE
[ZOWTHEN BT 72 <, BAFRIZ—EL T
WHONRBURTH L. RPFETIE, £ DIEHT
BEIRGEHE T ICHBEZITo TVWD 2 ERAL
MEpoto. HERNE L LTUL, TERLOBEE -
hE, BUWER, HEMER, 25, (EREF), TOTC
JECRHLATREZR R - JEMR ) L DORIZENREL, 4
%, BEERGEEMNENL T AT 4 — 3 D
o - HEHEIZBA BT & 5 L O ICAIEEINME IZHE
EFTo TV L LR S, BREUG®OHKE
AT TV WEERTS Wz o7,

2. BREFENEREEORGET 51009
HORELEY
S I 2 E H P2 BOR S R B BT T,

BERITEHE O O IEMEMER AR LR S TS Y,

AHETH, WURELT AT 4 r— g &
R—FT2 L0 I CRERTEEDPHIFFSNT
WD 5T, ZD7 DI BL R E O RO A
ik, RS OUNERE IR R &2 29 D AT
Mo Te. BIEUGH OBERIRTEHE DBE %4
AT TV RWESEHLH D Z e n, &EEITM
BIZHEEZITH 2T T, ERMOKERICET
LHERERmBEOWHE 72 2D AT &R
U514 OO 205 il BECHE §I BE D F AN M EETE &
Bbhs.

1% 2% 2010 4F

AR TE S I F T2 2L LT, —
i P B8R SR O3 A F O AT <, BEIR R O]
BRPZ AR, MW A ZR L T
L7eo T, EHELOFEBITE LTI, Bk
FDRIE LT BB DIER R EOREEZHER L,
OTC HETORNENFIRENE D T TX 5720
D - HEMPIMLETH D, MEMEEROBES
A RI4 ) 121%, OTC 3T L 2 3mpEiEs Y o
K IZFHET 2OV TOR#HENH Y, OTC K
& 1B PRI (269 2 EIRIE ORI D O & >
ELTHMENRTWAY. 72721, OTC K THHAL
TE DML —RIECRIEDSH G IR STV
L7z, ZPRMETIR OHRIR° MOH (Z/E 6 72 Tz
BDOIE LWEEARRINARD H 5. BEfFRE O
B2 OTC FDIERED 1= DI ERIGEE AT A
RIA 2 %BEBITDHZ L0E, BERFEEMAD
RERCHIFR D2 X DB oIX 6> E 2070 <
L, BARIZXE L Tl el ozt in & 5
T D EEARRICTELIEELVEED—D
EEZXD. LG, LRNcH 2 n3FEhE L7
T U — NHEOX ST H D IR O AR A
K CRZEI DT WAT A KT A > OIFEER D 2
WERE L TWD Z &Y, BERI7e#H 2 EETm B E
WZxF L CHERR ™ R&EIHE & L CIRAIM AT 72
HANRFSTHATZ &6, BERGEHE DH
BEAT O HEAEICH T 2R HEE b LB & A
Db,

B HFLRMICIE, BRI H B BROEES)
DR ZMERL TV HERBZ L AbNT. F
P 2047 FE D B G IR 72 2 BBR L Ha R I C T s
LIZABRITENDRH Y, BAENT IR CHREREE
DEEGEIZENTTCLETWEENRH DY,
BoRRGEE IS TS Z L 2 EHT 5
DITIE, EAETUS% OBE RO IZT T <,
BATOBEHRABROBHRT L ZET OIMLENH D
HoLEbihs.

F & H

SEY R I ZEER 2 AT AR H 0, e
DR A% 2T, OTC OB THAL L TW 5

—

BRZ. 2O B HIR R b IRGE T

—219—



RIS o 2 A

XHZ LY, AT CTle OBERERTEHR 1T
£ 2 ) 70 UEIE R ~OXHEAR D I TW D,
LR OFRHEICEIE 215723 - FIED% L T, &
SRR FEE TR L CM B ICEWREE 2 805 L TV
7oy, % < OFRFIAN AN E IS SOB B O FFRA L,
BENTxT 20 e MO - 2k 2175 2 &
MTEDLMEIDRELL ORLZEE L TV,
L7=-> T, —HSEFEOME EEHCE LT A
T A= a CORE, SREEOHENRTE D
KD e B EURH O BEHIE 2R D F L% 0
Sfz. At%iE, BEMRIEHE T L DR B OB
N EORRERRER DD, BEHOWEL LT 5
DI EDE S RHBERNEEFZ T HLEND D
DNEZEZ TV MERNDHD. L, +oRE
RHE & T TORWEERRFEH ClX, SmAH
DI IRF D D Z L ITRD D Z2 157200,
FEIGEAE TIEIXR LENR WS, EEREE
OHIWTIXEEAIE AR T R & TH D P, SHEH
IRFEHE DHDIEHGHEIMNT 5 Z LN THEND
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Abstract

Over-the-counter (OTC) drugs were classified into category 1, 2, and 3 by the revised
pharmaceutical affairs law introduced in June 2009. This law has permitted registered drug
sellers to sell OTC drugs of category 2 and 3. Almost of analgesic drugs for headache were
included in category 2. Registered drug sellers in community pharmacies or drugstores may
recommend an OTC drug to patients with headache. Here, we investigated the role of registered
drug sellers in community pharmacies or drugstores in recommending OTC drugs for
self-medication by patients with headache and elucidated their future needs using a
questionnaire intended for pharmacists. Registered drug sellers are employed in 35% of
community pharmacies and 93% of drugstores. More than about 70% of registered drug sellers
had some experience with recommending OTC drugs for patients with headache. However,
many pharmacists were uneasy about the knowledge of medicine and disease that registered
drug sellers actually have. Moreover, pharmacists felt uneasy about the communication skills of
registered drug sellers to introduce of use of medicine to patients and to get medical information
from patients. Therefore, it is necessary to develop an educational system for registered drug

sellers.
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